On August 20, 1964, one of us … while trapping for small mammals near Listowel, County Kerry, caught an unusual 'mouse' . On subsequent examination it proved to be a member of the family Cricetidae, the bank vole, Clethrionomys glareolus Schreber -a family of mammals hitherto unknown from Ireland … Comparisons of cranial characters were made with series of British mainland and continental specimens … The only detectable difference is that the nasals are on average shorter and the condyle width greater than the British forms, but even here there is considerable overlap … Investigations now being carried out are aimed at establishing the present distribution of this species in Ireland. From Nature 27 February 1965
Years Ago
The Medical Committee of the British Science Guild has done a good work by its resolution condemning a notorious antivivisection advertisement. The object of the advertisement was to prevent our soldiers from being protected against typhoid fever. If it be asked why any one of the many anti-vivisection societies should behave in this way, we can only say with Dr. Watts that "Satan finds some mischief still for idle hands to do. " … Few of us are wanting to hear Pasteur called a charlatan; few of us are wanting anti-vivisection lectures and shops. Everybody is sure, who is capable of clear thinking, that our men of science are neither cruel nor stupid. But anti-vivisection cannot rest. It must find something to attack, something to abuse … We hope that it will be many years before anti-vivisection emerges out of the public disgrace which it has brought upon itself. 
COSMOLOGY

A giant in the young Universe
Astronomers have discovered an extremely massive black hole from a time when the Universe was less than 900 million years old. The result provides insight into the growth of black holes and galaxies in the young Universe. See Letter p.512
B R A M V E N E M A N S
I t is commonly believed that every massive galaxy in the Universe harbours a supermassive black hole at its centre. These black holes are thought to have formed in the young Universe with initial masses of between 100 and 100,000 times the mass of the Sun 1 . Over time, some of them have grown to be up to billions of solar masses by pulling (accreting) interstellar material from their surroundings and/or through merging with other black holes. The most massive black holes that have been found in the nearby Universe have masses of more than 10 billion solar masses 2, 3 . For comparison, our own Galaxy harbours a black hole with a mass of between 4 million and 5 million solar masses 4 . On page 512 of this issue, Wu et al. 5 report the discovery of a supermassive black hole with a mass of a remarkable 12 billion solar masses, from a time when the Universe was only 875 million years old -that is, about 6% of its current age of 13.8 billion years.
Wu and colleagues identified this monster in optical and near-infrared imaging data because it was accreting gas at a high rate. This gas is pulled towards the black hole by gravity and can efficiently radiate away part of its potential energy. Accreting supermassive black holes can therefore be very bright, and can be seen across the Universe as luminous sources termed quasars. Because the light coming from a very distant quasar takes billions of years to reach Earth, astronomers can observe such accreting black holes as they were when the Universe was young.
Theoretically, it is not implausible to find a black hole of more than 10 billion solar masses within 1 billion years after the Big Bang. But it is still surprising to uncover such a massive black hole in the early Universe. It must have been accreting gas at close to the maximum rate for most of its existence; the maximum rate is set by the pressure of the radiation emitted by the in-falling material. The prolonged period of almost maximum accretion is puzzling, because the strong radiation emitted by a quasar is generally assumed to be capable of halting accretion, limiting its existence to 10 million to 100 million years. The fact that the supermassive black hole has grown to 12 billion solar masses in less than a billion years implies that the radiation did not inhibit the high accretion.
In general, studies of supermassive black holes at the centres of nearby galaxies have revealed a tight correlation between the mass of the black hole and the total mass in stars of the galaxy hosting it 6 . Typically, the mass of a black hole is higher when it resides in a more massive galaxy, with the ratio of the black-hole mass to galaxy mass 6,7 being about 0.14-0.5%.
